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The Study Abroad Program
at Kyoto Notre Dame University : A Report
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I will report on the study abroad program at Kyoto Notre Dame University
(KNDU, henceforth) and how it fits into the aim of English Language
and Literature Department. I will also report on the number of students
who have gone on two of the programs at the end. I will limit the report
on the study of English abroad, which was the first and foremost purpose

for KNDU's study abroad programs.

English Language and Literature Curriculum

The English Language and Literature Department bases its curriculum
on the idea that language study is ~“from study of English to study
by use of English,'' which was an idea implicit in its curriculum from
the very beginning. We celebrated our 50th anniversary in December 2011
and when we look back to the beginning, the idea was to first have the
students study English, which was the language of our founders, and
from there, to extend their knowledge of English by studying something

using English, such as literature, linguistics, or communication.

A Very Short History of Study Abroad Program

The study abroad program at KNDU began in 1969. The first program was
to have students experience life in another culture under another
language. Students were taken to St. Louis in the U.S.A., where they

spent a month learning English and living in the community.

Now, the study abroad program has been extended to three types; Kenshuu,

Semester Study Abroad, and Study at our Sister Colleges.

Kenshuu is a set of programs which is an extension of the

program we had from the beginning. We send students, during the

summer and spring recesses, to universities in North America,
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Scotland, and Australia for three to four weeks. They study English
in their respective language programs. They also live in a
"“home-stay'' situation during their stay and go to their classes

from their “homes.'

Semester Study Abroad is a program in which a student goes
abroad to study English for one semester (extendable to two
semesters) also to colleges and universities in North America,

Britain, and Australia.

Study at our Sister Colleges is designed to have a student go
to our sister colleges in the United States (Mount Mary College in
Wisconsin, College of Notre Dame of Maryland, and Regis College in
Massachusetts) and study with the students in those respective

colleges.

Curriculum and Study Abroad

The study abroad program at KNDU is based on the same idea of having
a student begin by studying English and extend her knowledge of English
by having her study something using English. Kenshuu initiates a
student to English and living in foreign communities. Semester Study
Abroad allows a student to go abroad to study English and have a taste
of learning something using English. Study at our sister colleges allows
a student to make use of their knowledge of English to learn something

other than English with students of U.S. and other countries.

In this way, our study abroad program continues the initial aim of

learning that our founders had began.

The Recent Reduction of Students Going Abroad

Now the question is why the number of students going abroad has gone
down over the years. Let us first take study at our sister colleges.
We must first mention that to go under this program, a student must
first take TOEFL and receive a 500 to 600 on PBT (or 61 to 80 on 1BT)
in order to qualify to go. This is the usual demand made by colleges

and universities in the U.S.A. for foreign students. The requirement
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was met at the beginning of this program in 1991. However, as you see
(in Appendix I) from the numbers of students going to our sister colleges
under this program every year, the number has gone down drastically,
with the peak at 1998, until the numbers have dropped to zero most
recently. This is mainly due to the drop in academic performance of
our students, but also due to the rise in tuition in the U.S.A. and

the economic down fall in the 1990's.

The mid-way program, the Semester Study Abroad Program, has been
constant with the numbers going up and down even now. The program is
still young and perhaps more congenial to our students since the
requirement is not as improbable for them as going to sister colleges.
We may have as many as 12 going in one year and then the following year
we may have four. Actually, since the students seem to want to go together
with their friends, we limited the number of students to two students
per institution in one semester, since we do not want too many going
together. Thus, the upper limit of the number of students who can go
is limited by the number of institutions open to this program, which
is five (East Anglia University in England, Monash University in
Australia, Regina University in Canada, University of California, Davis

in the U.S.A., and College of Notre Dame of Maryland) at the moment.

The number has dropped drastically under Kenshuu, until now we have
as few as 18 students going in the year 2011. The fee for this program
has not changed much since the beginning and unlike the program to our
sister colleges, there is no requirement for TOEFL. We see, therefore,
that for some reason the number of students going abroad under this
program has dropped drastically since the year 2004, not because of
cost or of academic performance, as much as of their desire or will
to go abroad. The number going abroad has dropped in general among
Japanese students, as we see from the numbers provided by the
KagakuMonbusho (on page 4), also beginning in 2004. We should note,
though, that since around 2006, the number of credits students receive
from this program has been reduced from 6 credits to 2. This may have

had quite an effect.
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Answers to Questions Asked at the Meeting
In the following, I present the Q and A session we had following our

reports.

The number of institutions we have contract with: There was a question
on the number of institutions we have contractual ties with and our
Kacho, who happened to be present, answered it for me. We have more
than 15 contractual ties with universities and colleges in North America,

Britain, and Australia.

Some problems the students face because of cultural differences:

Another participant asked what sort of problems the students face in
their overseas experience. I mentioned in my report that when I myself
first went to the U.S.A. in 1958, the gap between the two countries
was so big that I had problems adjusting to life there and also when
I came back to Japan 1in 1967. Nowadays, Japan is just as advanced, if
not more advanced, than some of the places the students go to. However,
they still face some problems from differences in life style. The three

biggest problems they face involve clothes, food, and water.

Fashion of young people in Japan today 1s so unique that they face
problems in other countries. We recommend or even plead with them to
wear clothes more atuned to clothes students wear in the countries they

visit.

In North American countries, the food people eat for breakfast and they
take for lunch is very simple; a bowl of cereal for breakfast and a
simple sandwich for lunch. Our students complain that it is not an

appropriate meal.

Japan 1is quite rich in water supply. Not all countries are blessed with
this abundance. The homes where they stay complain that our students
use too much water for bathing and shampooing. This is a very big problem

for our students, who take bath and shampoo their hair everyday.

Overall, the students do not face the kind of problems I faced when
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I went to the U.S.A. in 1957 nor when I came back in 1967. However, because
Japan has advanced quite a bit since then, our students face different
kinds of problems, the sort I mentioned above. We expect further problems

of this sort as Japan advances further in its unigque way.
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Appendix I:

KIEl ik R URIE 8 AR O HERS

sy 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 HEf
v~ AU — 0o 1 0 1 1 1 4 1 2 0 11
AV —=F K 9 1 2 2 0 4 2 3 5 1 1 30
LR 1 3 3 5 3 9 9 6 6 6 48
At 9 2 6 5 6 8 12 16 12 9 7 89

(adapted from FHHF/ — hVH Al K5 (2001))

Appendix ITI:
FeiE HAOMEAMHE RAHE (1995~2011)

A g 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11
TAYH 29 47 15 29 25 22 21 22 14
H[E 29 22 20 21 26 23 16 16 11 14
it 30 32 32 33 32 31 25 25 18 25 22 18 20
A=A T VU7 24 12 23 20 24 20 24 13 17 4
&5t 58 93 77 53 84 59 77 54 71 41 59 40 60 33 35 34 18

(adapted from F#HE/ — MV A K5 (2011))
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Appendix III:

Conditions on Going Abroad under the Three Programs

Kenshuu Program: Anyone with TOEIC score above 300 can go.

Semester Study Abroad Program: Anyone with TOEIC score above 400 can
go.

Study at Sister Colleges: Must have score above 550 (PBT) or 61 (iBT)

TOEFL (which is about 700 or above on TOEIC) and a high GPA.
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